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Town of Middlebury 
Energy Committee Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, July 21st, 2021 
 
 
Attendees: Ross Conrad, Howard Widelitz, Steve Maier, Lisa Bernardin, Liv Herdman, Bill 
Cunningham, Richard Hopkins  
 
Guest: Dave Cole (Friends of Middlebury Hockey Board member) 
 
Absent: Lindsey Fuentes-George, Diane Munroe 
 
 
Review meeting agenda (1 minute) - Howard      Review 
Lisa wanted to add Bristol Community Solar (BCS) discussion and Liv wanted to discuss the 
community innovation grant. 
 
Approve meeting minutes from June 16, 2021 mtg (4 minutes)   Vote 
A few grammatical errors in the minutes were corrected. Clarifications when referring to net 
metering limit. Other small word changes. Steve moved to approve as amended. Liv Seconded. 
Unanimous approval. Ross abstained from vote. 

 
Outcome of net metering presentation to Selectboard (10 min)   Discuss 
Lengthy discussion at Selectboard. Brian requested to see financials of acorn energy project. We 
will go back to Selectboard next Tuesday. If it is approved the Selectboard will need to make a 
bond vote. The earliest a bond could be approved is August, which may not be in time to invest in 
BCS. Dial in to Selectboard meeting next Tuesday to follow up. 
 
Police Building HVAC evaluation report (20 min)     Discuss 
Engineering Services of Vermont evaluated the police building. He listed three options that reduce 
consumption of gas. We need to see what the cost would be to replace the system with a similar 
gas fired heating option to have an “unbiased” comparison. Liv asked if there was any information 
on operating costs. Ross mentioned that the options presented are also able to provide cooling, 
and how does that impact the analysis. Richard mentioned that the police chief indicated that the 
building is “complicated” with negative pressure areas etc. and it is not clear if that is addressed. 
We can take a look and send questions to Howard. Howard asked for volunteers to be a point 
person on this issue. 
 
Memorial Sports Center Rooftop Solar Project (25 min)    Discuss 
As a board member of the Friends of Middlebury Hockey, Dave Cole was here to speak about 
installing rooftop solar on the Memorial Sports Center. It is a complex machine because town 
owns the building and friends of Middlebury hockey pays the bill but isn’t in a position to take on 
debt. There is a deadline of August 30th to enter an agreement with Sun Common to obtain a 
Certificate of Public Good (CPG) prior to the rate change. Somebody needs to call Green 
Mountain Power to ask about whether net metering for the complex is part of the town’s net 
metering balance. (Dave is going to call GMP). Currently digging for the structural plans of the 
center with some money being budgeted for a structural assessment. Let Howard know if we want 
to be involved in further work with Friends of Middlebury Hockey. 
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Review proposal for anaerobic digester analysis (15 min)     Discuss 
Reviewed the Draft Middlebury Wastewater Treatment Plant (MWTP) Energy Study proposal. In 
order to estimate carbon reduction values, we need to understand the current carbon values. 
Also, we want to understand TOTAL GHG reductions, not “carbon reductions”. Which option 
releases the least methane and how does that compare to the current amount of release? 
 
Other news (15 minutes) – All       Discuss 
Liv talked about trying to align incentives for landlords to do energy efficiency measures. 
Bill reported putting signs up for heat squad. 
Biodiesel- nice update in the paper! 
Steve thanked ACTR for the work they did that was highlighted in CEAC newsletter. CEAC has 
done 25 or 30 interviews with the community. Trying to dig down to climate actions instead of just 
strategies and goals. 
Lisa asked for an update on the library at the next meeting. 
 
10:30 – Adjourn Ross motioned to adjourn. Richard seconded. Unanimous approval.  

        
 


